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Simon Beaulah is director of healthcare strategy at Linguamatics. With so much unstructured text 

associated with patient records and a major market requirement for natural language processing (NLP) 

in healthcare, this is a key focus area for Linguamatics. Simon is leading the development and marketing 

of healthcare products based on I2E that improve patient outcomes, reduce risk and enhance insight. 

With extensive experience in translational medicine, healthcare analytics and ontology building, Simon is 

well placed to work with the Linguamatics team to deliver the expected growth in this market for use of 

NLP. Simon has been working in life science and healthcare informatics for more than 20 years, initially 

in research and over the past 14 years for informatics vendors including Synomics, LION bioscience, 

BioWisdom, InforSense, and IDBS. Simon has degrees from Aston University and Cranfield Institute of 

Technology.

Wendy Cornell is the former head of the proprietary information and knowledge management group 

at Merck & Co, Inc. with responsibilities for text mining, semantic integration and dashboarding, and 

expert proprietary search. A Fellow of the American Chemical Society, she previously led modeling and 

informatics groups at Merck and Novartis and obtained her PhD in Biophysics from UCSF with Peter 

Kollman developing the second generation AMBER force field.

Chris Hilbert is a professional sales engineer and technologist with more than 15 years of experience 

working on a variety of enterprise software and eCommerce systems, in a diverse set of industries 

including retail and financial services. Chris is an expert at making complex product systems approachable 

to audiences of all technical levels and works to bridge the gap between sales and product development. 

At CCC, Chris provides corporate users with a deep understanding of product features and benefits while 

helping product development teams understand users’ workflow and needs.

Duncan Selwood is the director of North American sales for the western United States. Duncan leads I2E 

engagements with Linguamatics’ Healthcare and Life Sciences customers to create innovative solutions 

that help impact patient care, discovery and drive profitability. Duncan has a Commerce degree from the 

University of Victoria and over 20 years experience supporting and selling enterprise software solutions 

with most of the last 10 years focused in Life Sciences. Prior to joining Linguamatics last year, Duncan 

worked with Latitude Geographics, GenoLogics and Schneider Electric.

Tony Sheaffer has been with Linguamatics for four years working with healthcare, pharmaceutical and 

various departments in the federal government. During this time he has helped develop the strategies for 

working with academic research and healthcare institutions because of past experiences working in these 

environments. Prior to coming to Linguamatics he worked in lab information management that specialized 

in tracking the vast amount of data created with next generation sequencing. His education includes 

degrees in data management and biomedical technologies.
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Sorena Nadaf, M.S., M.MI is an associate director and CIO at the UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehensive 

Cancer Center. Sorena was recruited from Vanderbilt in 2008 to serve as Director of the Translational 

Informatics (TI) program and architect an Informatics focused Shared Resource enabling the collection, 

exchange, and integration of distributed, multi-dimensional, and heterogeneous clinical and biomedical 

data. Sorena’s research focus is on optimizing the translation of basic research and clinical discoveries into 

practical clinical applications, requiring a highly integrated Informatics environment where information can 

be transparently shared across the biomedical enterprise.

The Translational Informatics laboratory has paved an effective and efficient pathway toward UCSF’s 

ultimate goal of translating discovery into improved clinical outcomes and care delivery. Sorena’s lab 

has architected this environment by combining modern system capabilities, information science, and 

clinical care engineering with rapid organizational growth, the information-driven nature of research and 

education, and the need to provide the highest quality patient care in an efficient manner within our 

healthcare focused campus. A fundamental mission of the TI program is to deliver a suite of services to 

support translational, biomedical, and clinical research and it does so through its Support Service division, 

Clinical & Biomedical Research Informatics Support Services (CRISS).

Sorena currently serves on a number of National Biomedical Informatics focused boards, working groups 

and committees including the Editorial Board for the Journal of Experimental Biology and Medicine: 

Interdisciplinary Categories in Genomics, Proteomics, and Bioinformatics; National Cancer Informatics 

Program Committee (NCIP), American Association of American Medical Colleges GIR; NCI Group Banking 

Committee, and a few Cancer Center External Advisory Boards.

Jeff Nauss is an senior applications specialist with Linguamatics based in San Diego, CA.  He has been 

with the company since 2008 as the second US employee. Prior to joining Linguamatics, Jeff served in 

the US Army, attaining the rank of major, and has held positions as the director of molecular modeling 

services at the University of Cincinnati and as the lead training scientist for Accelrys (now BIOVIA).  He 

has a Bachelor of Science degree in microbiology and a Master of Science degree in biochemistry, both 

from Texas A&M University. His PhD is from Rutgers University in physical chemistry.
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Joyce Niland is the first holder of the Edward & Estelle Alexander Endowed Chair in Information Sciences 

at City of Hope Comprehensive Cancer Center. She received her bachelors degree in human biology from 

Stanford University, a masters degree in physical therapy from University of Southern California (USC) 

and masters and doctoral degrees in biometry from USC. She is an Associate Director of City of Hope 

Cancer Center, Full Professor in the Beckman Research Institute, and adjunct Professor in the USC Keck 

School of Medicine. Dr. Niland chairs the Department of Information Sciences, including the Divisions of 

Biostatistics, Clinical Research Information Management, and Research Informatics and Systems. In 2013 

she was promoted to Chief Research Information Officer for City of Hope.

Dr. Niland has over 30 years of experience collaborating in translational research. She has published 

more than 140 biomedical research papers, numerous book chapters, and a text on informatics tools for 

clinical trials. For 15 years she directed the National Comprehensive Cancer Center Network Outcomes 

Research Data Coordinating Center (DCC), and currently directs national DCCs for the integrated Islet 

Distribution Program for Type 1 diabetes research, the Intestinal Stem Cell research consortium, and 

the Human Islet Research Network. Dr. Niland is on advisory boards for the Clinical Data Interchange 

Standards Consortium (CDISC), the Computational Statistics and Data Analysis (CSDA) journal, and 

the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) CancerLinQ system. She is an elected Fellow of the 

American Statistical Association (ASA), and has served as Vice President of ASA and Scientific Secretary 

of the International association of Statistical Computing. In 2004 she received the City of Hope Medical 

and Scientific Achievement award for her contributions to biomedical research.

Rebecca Ottesen is a biostatistician and section head of the data mining group at City of Hope in Duarte, 

California. In addition to her research work at City of Hope, she teaches statistical programming as a 

lecturer at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. She is also very active in the SAS 

User Group community. She received her masters degree in biometry from the University of Southern 

California.  
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